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was to be a great deliverer. I might take up each
and show how unlikely it was to happen, because
so seemingly in conflict with the natural course
of things when viewed in the light of attending
circumstances. Thus, for example, the prophecy
says," They appointed him his grave with the wick-
ed, yet was he with the rich in his death." Is. 53 :
9. (Heb.) Answering thereto, it was a fact that
though Jesus was crucified between two thieves,
he was not buried with them, as intended by the
Jewish rulers, but was the first that was laid in a
new and costly tomb of a rich man. Matt. 27 : 60.
How unlikely was this! yet it was brought about in
the sovereignty of God by the most natural means,
and with the utmost freedom of human action.
These facts, accurately recorded, were never con-
tradicted by early enemies, who most felt the
necessity of proving them false, had such a thing
been possible.

Now, the hastiest review will show us at a glance
that the history of Christ was pre-written by sev-
eral persons, who lived at long intervals of time
during the age of revelation, each contributing a
little; but no two of them, in the nature of the case,
could have had any intercourse with, or knowl-
edge of each other. This age was a little more
than four thousand years, but the time of writing
was only about three-eighths of the period. The
contributors to the Old Testament were men dif-
fering widely in ability, education, and social life.
Thus, Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the
Egyptians ; David and Solomon were kings ; Dan-
iel was a minister of state; Ezra, Jeremiah, and